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Garden  for  the  Blind 

I  Woodbridge,  N.J.  |  Flowers  not  only 
are  for  seeing.  They  are  for  smelling 
and  feeling  as  well.  The  Woodbridge 
Garden  Club  and  the  [selin  Lions  Club 
hold  to  that,  and  recently  they  com- 
pleted construction  of  a  Garden  for  the 
Blind  and  Handicapped  at  the  [selin 
branch  of  the  Woodbridge  Public  Li- 
brary. The  unusual  facility  will  be  open 
annually  from  April  1  to  Oct.  1. 

linhp  Anderson,  a  florist  and  secre- 
tary ol  the  Lions  Club,  and  Martha  Mor- 
row, chairman  of  the  garden  club's 
environmental  improvement  program, 
were  mainly  responsible  for  the  plan- 
ning. They  believe  the  garden  may  be 
unique  in  this  country. 

Through  a  family  connection,  Ander- 
son introduced  the  idea  to  the  Spokane 
(W.i  lions  Club.  As  a  result,  a  sim- 

ilar garden  will  be  built  there  on  Expo 
grounds  alter  the  fair  closes  in  Septem- 
ber. The   Lions  Clubs  in  both  places 


and  partially-sighted  may  finger  a  cir- 
cular metal  rail  until  they  come  to  a 
"bead"  in  the  metal  that  tells  them  that 
an  identification  in  Braille  and  in  large 
print  lies  just  above.  The  rest  is  all 
touching  and  smelling. 

Inside,  the  library  maintains  visual 
aids,  talking  books,  tapes,  and  large- 
print  magazines  and  books  for  persons 

with    sight    problems.    Those    who    wish 

the  plantings  explained  may  borrow 
tape-cassette  playbacks  that  deliver  cas- 
ual, precisely  paced  garden  talks. 

The  garden  was  more  than  a  year  in 
development  and  required  the  assist- 
ance of  innumerable  citizens  and  munic- 
ipal and  service  organizations.  Its  .$8,000 
cost  was  laised  largely  through  gifts  and 
such  fund-raising  ideas  as  issuing  first- 
day  covers  to  philatelists  commemorat- 
ing the  Garden  of  the  blind  and  Handi- 
capped. The  money  paid,  in  part,  for 
bringing  in  the  garden's  own  water  line 
from  the  street  and  for  two  vandal-proof 
hydrants. 

The  plantings  are  arranged  with  a 
touch  of  subtlety.  They  begin  with 
spring  flowers  and  proceed  into  the  fall. 
The  rose  garden  has  specimens  with 
names  of  particular  meaning,  such  as 
Aipiarius  ("for  our  youth")  and  Bob 
Hope  ("for  our  older  youth"),  and  in 
the  center  of  the  display,  a  Peace  Rose. 
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The  blind  tour  the  Circle  ol  Senses. 

have  named  Spokane  and  Woodbridge 
"sister  cities,"  and  a  Spokane  planting 
of  indigenous  lilacs,  daphne,  and  alys- 
suin  is  now  growing  in  Woodbridge. 

The  20  foot-wide  and  200-foot-long 
garden  is  topped  by  the  Morrow  Circle 
of  Senses,  a  brick  rotunda  three  feet 
high  and   18  feet  in  diameter. 

Handicapped  people  can  negotiate 
the  long  strip  and  the  circle  on  foot  or 
in  wheelchairs  and  easily  read  the  large- 
print  identifications  of  the  43  flowers, 
plants,  and  shrubs. 

At  the  head  of  the  column,  the  Circle 
ol  Senses  has  its  own  entrance.  Twenty- 
six  varieties  of  toiuh-and-smell  plant- 
ings are  set  out  in  a  clockwise  pattern 
along  the   lop  of  the  brick.  The  blind 
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